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on his writing table, and after whe
manner of mothews, decided that it
wus her duty to master its contents.

“I, Thomas Jackson, do hereby and
towit present my compliments to
Mrs, McAdams and say that I regret
he can't come to Louise’s party to-
moyrow night, as I have an engage-
ment,

Yours truly,

. THOMAS JACKSON."

_ Snigger's return from school was
intercepted by a stern parent. “What
do you mean by this—this remanka-
ble composition, Thomas, and what
engagement have you for tomorrow
evening that you cannot go to Loumse
MeAdams' party? You know perfect-
ly well that I wish you not only to
go  bul to ask your cousin Mary
Moore to po with you.” Snigger
turned & furious red. *I don't want
to o, mother," he blurted out.

“All of us must do things we don't
want to do in this life, Thomns,” be-
zan Mrs. Jackson, severdly.

“But, mother, none of the fellers
ure goin’," whined Thomas with that
peculiny Tl in his voice that always
conveys an impression of  extrenre
atuelty on o mother's purt who would

turge her son to do a thing that was

cther fellows

"?}'h;' are they not going, Thom-
2" questioned his mother,

“They just ain't,” niurraured Thom-

not ¢onsidered de riguer by “the
Hows.”
HES

as,
“Are pot)” cotrected Mrs, Jackson.
“Your prammar gets worse every
day, Thomas. 1 must certainly write
Dr. Peterson about that. I cannot af-
ford to have you go to an expensive
sthool another year unless you pet
more out of it than you are getting
And you ecan explain,
pleasc, what is the important engage-

[ ment that occupies  you tomorrow

evenine,  It's hard eneugh to make
prepuritions for a  party, heaven
knows, without having every boy you
invite refuse to go at the last mo-
ment (vom somie whim or other, Now
don't tell me again that ‘the other
fellow-" wre not going. You are go-

ing, cnungement or no engagement,
and there's an end of it.”

If cvor there was a boy sick and
core ot heart it was the president of
the Groenback Clulb that afternoon,
as lunchean over, he pursited his way
to the favorite haunt by the devious
path- that club members had decided
apon {0 throw the wary and suspi-

viogs off their tracks. .
By -operhuman efforts at choring,
bl of nearlv ripe bananas had

Iheen neoctved from “the man down

o Oy Stpeet,” and it was the avow-
o intention of the cluli to flank this

- fonst with a freezer of ice eream from

Loui-o MeAdams'  party. Indeed,
Spigeor anid Jew Baby had been de-
toiled b relieve the MeAdams family
of e waste” that threatened their
household on the following evening
and the elub met to perfect ways and
meq o earrving this waste to 11ts
prapes environment, where the de-

vl wanld more than equal the sup.
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reor, fe president, slways clhdm-
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“Sa did 1, shouted the

other members of the club like a
Greek chorus.

Anyhow Snigger was done for. His
mother satd he had to go, “an’ take a

givl, too,” sneered Groudhy, and there
was no baeking out of it or getting
around it. Club members as they
were, every man there realized that
when Snigger Jackson’s mother spoke
she was going to be obeyed or Snig-
gar's father would know the raeson
why. Her backing was too powerful
to go unrecognized.

Snigger realized it. As he jammed
his feet into his patent leather pumps
on the fateful evening he was well
aware of his mother sitting in her
own room with the door open hetween
them. That open door always gave
Snigger the Fgeling that no matter
what authority he had outside, in his
own home his power dwindled to the
size of a keyhole, With his door
closed Snigger was a man. When it
stood open he szank to the level of
childhood again,

“Moet ready, Thomas?” asked his
mother with an eye on the clock.
“You must learm never to keep a
voung lady waiting, my son. Come
here and let me fix your tie for you,
and, Thomas, do go over your hair
again, [It's a perfect sight. What
made you soap it down like that?"

Snigger vouchsafed no other reply
than a hollow groan as he got him-
self into garment after garment, and
finally presented himself at his moth-
er's side for the finishing touches.

His heart was full to bursting.
What did he cave for parties any-
way. Darn’em. An’ he had to take
a ole girl, too. Darn her. It was
hard lines that you couldn’t never do
what vou wanted to do and always
liad to be pulled around by some mem-
her of your own family. Yes, even

!if it was your own mother. Some-

times he just doubted if she wns n
ownn mother. Yes, he did. A own
mother to cut you out of the finest
fun the fellers had ever had at the
club( Bennie Smith had a live snake
he was going to bring to-night) and
make you go to a party whether you
wanted to or not, an’ with a ole girl,
too,

Spigerer was far too miserable to
care whether Mary Moare had on a
new pink dress or not, and that young
Indy finally gave up every effort to
make him express himself on that or
any other subject as they rounded the
carner and marched stiffly up the Me-
Adams' front steps.

There wasn't a hoy of Snigger's
gang in the room, and as the gang
wes a cloge and exclusive corporation
Snigger felt more aggrieved than ev-
er when the others very pointedly left
him to his own devices as much as
they dared. Tt was a “game” party,
too. Snigger hated games. Check-
ers at the club were all right, of
course, hut stringing beads and pluy-
ing jackstiaws and threading needles
for a prise with a lot of girls look-
ine on and laughing at you like wild
hyvenas, well, he was getting too old
for such things. that was all, said
Snigper. to himself, forgettin that
iust twa months hefore he had rcon-
fided to Jew Baby Harris that he
{hought o eame party for prizes was
about the hottest stuff there wis in
pae ties, =pecially when Mary Moore
wis in the game,

Well, Mery Moore was there now.
wasn't she? and Snipger  merely
lonked upon her ns an added griev-
ance,

Moreaver, how was he to fish ont
inckstraws and thresd needles when
hiz eves were constantly wuanilerive
to the face of the tall cloek in the
hall?

The raid had heen timed for 9:10,
coircident with the snpper hour, when
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the cook would be particularly busy
inside,

Bennie Smith had been appointed
raider in his place, Snigger was sere
about it, Bennte was a deep one and

already Snigger saw signs that ke
was working for the presidency.
Gloom unmitigated descended upon
his spirits, Even the sallies of the
sometime charming Mary Moore fail-
ed to romse him to repartee.

Nine twenty-five! Sniggers' eats
pricked in his anxiety to hear through
three walls what was going on in the
backyard outside. Supper at last. He
drew a deep breath. By squash! if
they'd left so much as a saucer of ice
cream behind he'd get it, yes, and eat
it, too, Mary Moore or no Mary Moore.
Let her tell his mother on him if she
wanted t.  Let her tell the whole
roomful and holler it from the housz-
top. He had been cut out ol the
bananas and he'd been cut out of
Bennie's snake, but he'd TDe sawed
asunder if he was goin' to be cut cut
of ull the ice cream there was.
Swiftly Snigger sped to the dinimyz
room and swifty, with the deftness of
long practice, gathered up four sau-
¢ars of ice cream; neatly he balanced
them with the grace of a juggler on
his outstretched hands and wrists, and
smoothly he carried them back to the
table at which he had left Mary Moore
waiting for him.

Snigger was no glutton, as gluttons
go, but this evening he was a sore,
hurt and cheated man, and he meant
to have his revenge by gobbling three
saucers of ice cream to Mary Moore's
one. Henror struck to his soul, Ma.
ry Moore, not the unsociable animal
her cousin had proved himself, had
made room for her three best cronies
and bosom friends at the little table,
and Snigger, with a tidal wave of re-
bellion rising within him, perceived
that with all his plans and schemes
he had bromght just enough saucers
to go around,

Madly he slammed them on the ta-
bhle. One of them upset on Mary
Moore's new pnk dress, but what did
he care. His heart was bursting with
2 knowledge that no one in the room
shared, and with a snort of rage he
plunged into the dining room. Ice
eream he would have though the heav-
ens fell; and even as he darted
through the door and made a mad
dash for the serving table where the
ioe cream was dispensed, the heavens
fell indeed, for Mrs. MecAdams, in a
subdued, agonized whisper which fell
harshly upon his ears through the
pantry door, was calling “Boulevard
1466" and pleading with the girl to
“ring hard. Somebody has stolen
whnle freezer of my ice cream and I
huven't nearly enough to go around.
You can't get them?  You think thev
have closed for the night? 0, you
must et them; try again, please,
They won't answer?"

With the click of the receiver the
iron entered into Sniggers’ soul.,
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In all Aemrica no mun probably
hates war more sincerely and honest-
ly. than William Jenningzs Bryan.
Whatever one may think of propriety
in doing so, there is little doubt he
left President Wilson's cabinet be-
cause he thought he could more effec-
tively work for peace in private life,

But Breyan is no pro-German, He
is not a disloyalist nor a traitor.
When his country hasz decided upon a
course of action Bryan, like the loysl
citizen he is, sulutes and obeys, Ha
i= n good American, like most of us.

tecently, in hiz  peper, Bryan
wrote:

YRefore our nation enters & war it
is proper to discuss the wisdom of
poing tn war, but discussion is clos-
od when Congress aets, After that
=0 one should elonk attacks upon this
government or aid the enemy wnder
the claim that he is exercising free-
dom of speech.

“No sympathy will be wested up-
on those who have heen arrvested for
unpatriotic utterances. They abuse
froe speech, and this applies to at-

'WELL, GA.
Burns, Secretary

mimanno i the selection of the piano for your
o1 was in selecting the prano for their school, your
il value of the Weaver Piano will increase as
o 1ts faithfulness in responding to your every
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veke upon the allies as well a4z upon
the United States.  We ¢an no more

callies to he crusghed than we
rd to he erushed The de-
fent of our allies would throw the
whobke bhurden of the war upon us.
| Wa must =tand together and fight it
through, There are only two sides to

allow «

can

!:| wir. Every American must be on
the «iile of the United S[:lh“-.“

’ This «hould He the attitnde of loyal
Americans, It answers to every (lis-
[ lavalist in the comntyry. [t anewars
the & Fainers who attack Bngland
I-""l the German-American who try to
[ploy the Germun game, while skirt-
i1 close ta sedition. It answers
every pro-German  editor printing

tuff in which powmon is insidwously
inserted. Tt answers every Senator
like Viardaman who, under hiz toga’s
protection, talks like a Junker in the
Reichstag.

It makes our duty clear to every
ene of us, There are but twe sides
tn thiz war—the American and the
Gorman, The English, French, Ital-
innz and Russkans are with us, The
Apetriang, Bulgare and Turks side

with Ger Any man in this
eountry wha i ready to talk for
|the American zide, put up money for
it, write for it, pray for it and fight
for it i= up enemy, avowed or implied
And he zhould be treated sz such.

\ A Full Drder,

A high-school girl receutly m-
librarin, “Have vou a
ibook on "Awerican educatien in the
twelfth century'?"—Christian Regis-
wer,

'RUB-MY-TISM
‘ Will cure your Rheumatism
' Neuralgia, Headaches, Cramps,
, Colic, Sprains, Bruises, Cuts and
| Burns, Old Sores, Stings of Insects
|Ete. Antiseptic Anodyne, used in-
ternally and externally. Price 25¢c.
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